\ Golden Valley Charter Schools
Special Meeting of the Board of Trustees

9601 Lake Natoma Dr.

GOLDENVALLEY Orangevale, CA 95662
CHARTER SCHOOLS
July 24, 2025
Board Meeting Access Information
Date: Thursday, July 24, 2025
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Primary Location: Golden Valley River School, Room 5, 9601 Lake Natoma Dr., Orangevale, CA
95662
Remote Location: Golden Valley Orchard, Room 3, 6550 Filbert Ave, Orangevale, CA 95662
Zoom Link: Topic: BOT Special Meeting 2025.07.24

Time: July 24, 2025 05:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83093095617 ?pwd=Ma9kRErdC6GuiwOaRysjhVVSOF
bfgl7.1

Meeting ID: 830 9309 5617
Passcode: 350233

One tap mobile
+16699009128,,83093095617#,,,,*350233# US

Dial by your location
e +1 669 900 9128 US
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcrMtWIXsi

This meeting is being conducted in person and will also be available to the public via teleconference
through the Zoom platform.

Members of the public who wish to comment during the Board meeting may do so in person at the
primary meeting location, a remote meeting location, or use the “raise hand” tool on the Zoom platform.
Members of the public may also email their comments to the Board at bot@gqvcharter.org ; emailed
comments will be summarized by the board chair. Individual comments are limited to three (3) minutes.
The Board will limit the total time for public comment to fifteen minutes. The Board reserves the right to
mute or remove a participant from the meeting if the participant unreasonably disrupts the Board
meeting.

Disability Accommodations. A person with a disability may contact the central office at (916) 597-1477,
or email the board at bot@qvcharter.org at least 48 hours before the scheduled board meeting to
request receipt of an agenda and other distributed writings in an appropriate alternative format or to
request disability-related modifications or accommodations, including auxiliary aids or services, in order
to participate in the public board meeting.
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Special Meeting Agenda

1. Callto Order—5:00 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)

2. Roll Call = 5:00 p.m.
Board Members: Katie Gerski-Keller, Ekaterina Khmelniker, Stephen Quadro, Meredith Willsen,
Jennifer Huetter

3. Board Member Exigencies and Remote Attendance — 5:01 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)
Action: Shall the board approve any board members to participate in this board meeting from a
remote location due to unexpected emergencies per AB 24497
Information: Members must publicly disclose at the meeting before any action is taken,
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote
location with the member, and if so, the general nature of the member’s relationship with any
such individuals; and ensure their meeting participation using both visual and audio technology.

4. Flag Salute/Quote/Moment of Silence — 5:05 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)

5. Public Comment — 5:06 p.m.
This portion of the meeting is set aside for members of the audience to make public comments
or raise issues that are not specifically on the agenda or for those that are on the agenda in
areas of Board jurisdiction. Speakers are asked to keep comments respectful and focused on
issues, not individuals. Please refrain from using names or identifying information when
referencing students, staff, or families. Comments about specific individuals—especially
students—should be addressed privately through the appropriate administrative channels.
Disclosing confidential student information during a public meeting may violate federal privacy
laws (FERPA). Additionally, members of the public are reminded that slanderous, defamatory, or
disruptive comments may result in legal liability or removal from the meeting. The Board does
not respond to public comment but may refer matters to administration for review.
These presentations are limited to three (3) minutes and the total time allotted to non-agenda
items will not exceed fifteen (15) minutes. The board will receive in person comments first,
remote location comments second, and Zoom comments third.

6. Minutes Approval = 5:21 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)
Action: Shall the board approve the June 24, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes?

7. Minutes Approval —5:22 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)
Action: Shall the board approve the July 17, 2025, Special Meeting Minutes?

8. Closed Session: PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE — 5:23 p.m.
(K. Gerski-Keller)
Discussion/Action: The board will go into closed session to discuss the Public Employee
Discipline/Dismissal/Release.
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9. Recitation of the Motto of the Social Ethic — 6:23 p.m.
The healing social life is found
When in the mirror of each human soul
The whole community finds its reflection,
And when, in the community,
The virtue of each one is living.

10. Adjournment of the meeting — 6:24 p.m. (K. Gerski-Keller)
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June 24, 2025
Regular Meeting Minutes
1. Chair Katie Gerski-Keller called the meeting to order at 5:08 p.m.

2. Roll Call -
Board Members Present: Katie Gerski-Keller, Meredith Willsen, Ekaterina Khmelniker, Jennifer
Huetter
Board Members Absent: Stephen Quadro
Guests: Brittany Galles, Jennifer Hoover, Ryan Sutton (remote), Susan Hixson, Katie Alanis,
James Stark, Tavia Pagan, Joanne Ahola, Emily Holen, Hunter Atherton

3. Board Member Exigencies and Remote Attendance —
Action: Shall the board approve any board members to participate in this board meeting from a
remote location due to unexpected emergencies per AB 24497?
Information: Members must publicly disclose at the meeting before any action is taken,
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote
location with the member, and if so, the general nature of the member’s relationship with any
such individuals; and ensure their meeting participation using both visual and audio technology.

TABLED. NO ACTION.
4. Vice Chair Meredith Willsen read the Creativity Virtue Card.

5. Public Comment —
Hunter Atherton made a comment regarding leadership changes and BOT communications.

Marcus Neal (Zoom) made a comment regarding a recent board packet from SJUSD and going
directly to the BOT for clear communication, transparency and trust.

Samantha Bruton made a comment regarding recent communication and transparency from the
GVCS BOT.

Chair Katie Gerski-Keller closed public comment at 5:15 p.m.

6. Consent Agenda —
6.1 It was moved by Ekaterina Khmelniker and seconded by Jennifer Huetter that the board
approve the June 4, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes.

(Ayes: 3, Noes: 0, Abstain: 1 K. Gerski-Keller)

It was moved by Jennifer Huetter and seconded by Ekaterina Khmelniker that the board approve
the following by consent:
6.2 The board approved the 2025/2026 Consolidated Application for Golden Valley
Orchard School.
6.3 The board approved the 2025/2026 Consolidated Application for Golden Valley River
School.
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(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)

7. Nutrition Services MOU from SJUSD —
Jennifer Hoover discussed the Nutrition Services MOU from SJUSD.

Ekaterina Khmelniker made a comment regarding reimbursement.

Jennifer Huetter made a comment regarding driving. Jennifer Hoover explained that GVCS
appointed staff drives to Casa High School to pick up the food for GVCS.

Meredith Willsen made a comment regarding additional language in the MOU pertaining to
pricing and driving.

It was moved by Ekaterina Khmelniker and seconded by Meredith Willsen that the Board
approve the Nutrition Services MOU from San Juan Unified School District (SJUSD).

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)

8. 2025-2026 Budget for GVOS -
Susan Lefkowitz presented the 2025-2026 Budget for GVOS.

Ekaterina Khmelniker made a comment regarding clarification on nutrition in the budget in
reflection with enrollment.

Meredith Willsen made a comment regarding GVEF not on the budget being presented.

Ekaterina Khmelniker made a comment on the difference in the budget from what was
presented on June 4" versus what was presented now, for example no bonuses.

Meredith Willsen asked if GVCS increased benefits including medical, Susan Lefkowitz confirmed
yes.

Jennifer Hoover explained GVCS is not overpaying for software and software licensing.

Tavia Pagan made a comment in regard to the budget on books and supplies and how the
budget varies by grade.

Susan Lefkowitz explained the SELPA agreement and calculations to the BOT.

Eileen Worthing made a comment regarding the April budgets are accurate to what the budget
is reflecting, and also commented on changes in 2025-2026 salaries.

Susan Lefkowitz explained the loan from Golden Valley River School to Golden Valley Orchard
School is a sharing of cash, there is no separate checking account, meaning there is not an asset
transfer. Susan explained that actual expenditures went up while revenue went down. She went
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over recommendations on submitting the budget to SJUSD with Jennifer Huetter and Katie
Gerski-Keller.

It was moved by Meredith Willsen and seconded by Ekaterina Khmelniker that the board
approve the 2025-2026 Budget for GVOS.

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)

9. 2025-2026 Budget for GVRS —
Susan Lefkowitz presented the 2025-2026 Budget for GVRS.

Meredith Willsen made a comment regarding teacher’s salaries, Jennifer Hoover explained
teachers being placed in correct categories match actual salaries.

Ekaterina Khmelniker made a comment on line #4430 for Chormebooks.
Meredith Willsen made a comment on line #5602 for rent for concerts and marketing costs
being higher this year than in the previous year in regards to the Gala Fundraiser and the Croker

Art Museum Fundraiser.

Katie Gerski-Keller made a comment in regard to local revenue funds in previous projections
were not correct.

It was moved by Meredith Willsen and seconded by Ekaterina Khmelniker that the board
approve the 2025-2026 Budget for GVRS.

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)
10. GVOS Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan —
Jennifer Hoover presented the Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan for GVOS. The

expenditure was updated due to changes in the budget that was just previously approved.

It was moved by Ekaterina Khmelniker and seconded by Meredith Willsen that the board
approve the GVOS Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan.

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)
11. GVRS Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan —
Jennifer Hoover presented the Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan for GVRS. The

expenditure was updated due to changes in the budget that was just previously approved.

It was moved by Ekaterina Khmelniker and seconded by Meredith Willsen that the board
approve the GVRS Amended Local Control and Accountability Plan.

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)
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17.

June 24, 2025

Attendance Recovery Program and Eagles Nest for GVCS -

Jennifer Hoover answered questions from the BOT on attendance recovery and homework time
with credential teachers. She explained students do not need to be enrolled in Eagles Nest to
attend Attendance Recovery. Jennifer also went over how Aries tracks time, attendance days for
different grade spans and the sign-up process.

Katie Gerski-Keller made a comment in regard to SPED students’ needs for the attendance
recovery program.

Meredith Willsen had a question on the ratio for the attendance recovery program, Jennifer
Hoover explained there is 10 students to 1 credentialed teacher ratio.

Jennifer Hoover explained that Eagles Nest program leader Jessica Zwane can send out correct
pricing for Eagles Nest.

Review of Comparable Compensation Data for Charter School Executive
Directors/CEOs/Superintendents —

Human Resources Manager Eileen Worthing presented a review of comparable compensation
data for Charter School Executive Directors/CEOs/Superintendents from CharterSafe. The full
overview is posted in the board packet.

Closed Session —
The board went into closed session at 7:31 p.m. to discuss Public Employee:
Discipline/Dismissal/Release and Public Employment of an Acting Executive Director.

a. Public Employee: Discipline/Dismissal/Release
b. Public Employment Title: Acting Executive Director
The board came out of closed session at 8:53 p.m. NO ACTION TAKEN
Resume Open Session —
The Board resumed Open Session at 8:53 p.m. There was no action taken to report coming out
of Closed Session.
Oral Report of Executive Compensation Paid to the Acting Executive Director —
Chair Katie Gerski-Keller presented an oral report of executive compensation paid to the acting
executive director.
Approval of Employment Agreement Addendum for the Acting Executive Director —
It was moved by Ekaterina Khmelniker and seconded by Jennifer Huetter that the Board approve

an Acting Executive Director for Golden Valley Charter School (GVCS).

(Ayes: 4, Noes: 0, Abstain: 0)
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18. Executive Report —
Board Chair Report: Board of Trustees Chair, Katie Gerski-Keller, presented items of interest to
the board. The full Board Chair Report is posted in the Board Packet.

19. The Board recited the Motto of the Social Ethic.

20. Chair Katie Gerski-Keller adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Brittany Galles.

Katie Gerski-Keller, Chair Date
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Special Meeting Minutes
1. Chair Katie Gerski-Keller called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.

2. Roll Call -
Board Members Present: Katie Gerski-Keller, Meredith Willsen, Ekaterina Khmelniker, Jennifer
Huetter
Board Members Absent: Stephen Quadro
Guests: Brittany Galles, Jennifer Hoover, Becky Page (remote), James Stark, Genevieve Buckley

3. Board Member Exigencies and Remote Attendance —
Action: Shall the board approve any board members to participate in this board meeting from a
remote location due to unexpected emergencies per AB 24497?
Information: Members must publicly disclose at the meeting before any action is taken,
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the remote
location with the member, and if so, the general nature of the member’s relationship with any
such individuals; and ensure their meeting participation using both visual and audio technology.

TABLED. NO ACTION.
4. Vice Chair Meredith Willsen read the Creativity Virtue Card.
5. Public Comment —

Genevieve Buckley made a comment regarding the fifth-grade teacher position at Golden Valley
River School.

Chair Katie Gerski-Keller closed public comment at 5:06 p.m.

6. Nutrition Services MOU from SJUSD —
Jennifer Hoover explained the Nutrition Services MOU from San Juan Unified School District
(SJUSD), verifying the numbers that are in the MOU are the same that were reported at the last
GVCS Board meeting on June 24", 2025.

7. California Assembly Bill 84 (AB 84) —
Jennifer Hoover discussed AB84 and the recent hearing at the state capital. AB84 has been
amended quite a bit from its original version and overall puts a cap on charter growth.

8. Closed Session: CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANTICIPATED LITIGATION —
The Board went into closed session at 5:25 p.m. to discuss Conference with Legal Counsel —
Anticipated Litigation Pursuant to California Government Code § 54956.9(d)(2) &(e)(3).

The Board came out of closed session at 6:39 p.m. and reported that the present members of
the BOT unanimously voted to delegate authority to Katie Gerski-Keller and Meredith Willsen to
participate in settlement discussions in relation to the potential litigation at issue.
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9. The Board recited the Motto of the Social Ethic.

10. Chair Katie Gerski-Keller adjourned the meeting at 6:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Brittany Galles.

Katie Gerski-Keller, Chair Date
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